By MIKE DEL ROSSO
DIV. 1 SWIMMING

“I'm soaked and happy,”
Andover coach Marilyn
Fitzgerald said yesterday
after her girls took the
Division 1 state swimming
title — and gave her a ce-
lebratory shove into the
water of Harvard’s Blod-
gett Pool.

After falling short last
year, the Golden Warriors
claimed their 10th cham-
pionship in 11 seasons.

“It’s nice to be back,”
Fitzgerald said.

Andover back on top after one-year hiatus

Andover dominated the
competition, taking seven
first-place finishes out of
the 12 events and placing
in the top three in all
events except for one
(100-yard freestyle).

The Golden Warriors
totaled a whopping 321
points, more than 100
points ahead of second-
place Chelmsford.

“We have a lot of
depth,” Fitzgerald said.
“In order to win a meet of
this size, you have to have

people scoring in every
event.”

Not only was Andover
scoring, it was setting rec-
ords. Sophomore Rachel
Moore set a state mark in
the 100 butterfly with a
time of 55.44, just under
the former best set in 1999
by another Andover
swimmer. Moore also tied
the state record in the 100
backstroke with a time of
55.80.

“My best times are ac-
tually faster than the ones

today,” said Moore, who
swam slightly better times
at nationals earlier this
season. “For right now in
the (middle of the) season
I think they’re really
good; those were my best
times fully shaved and ta-
pered, my best swims.
And now I'm just doing
them midseason.”
Freshman Maggie D’In-
nocenzo also had two
first-place finishes (500
freestyle and 200 individ-
ual medley) for Andover.

And the Golden War-
riors relay teams, for
which Moore and D’Inno-
cenzo both swim, claimed
all three events.

Every year Andover has
won, a police cavalcade
has escorted the girls back
into town, where resi-
dents meet them coming
off Interstate 93. That tra-
dition is back on after a
one-year hiatus.

“That’s what it’s been
about all year,” Fitzgerald
said. “Every piece of res-

cue equipment the town
owns will be on Main
Sgeet.”

It’s almost ironic that a
sophomore and freshman
led the Golden Warriors
to their 10th victory, Fitz-
gerald noted, since “the
freshmen and sophomores
obviously haven’t felt (the
town celebration); they
don’t know it, and the sen-
iors and juniors are just
trying to get it back.

“They work hard all
year, the sacrifices they
make (in) their social life,
and now every moment of
it was worth it.”
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Warriors upgrade to Gold
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